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Maria Antonia "Tonie" Fuentes

OCT 23, 1943 - SEP 1, 2022

W eslaco: Maria Antonia "Tonie" Fuentes, 78, passed away on Thursday,
September 1, 2022, at Doctor's Hospital Renaissance in Edinburg. Tonie was
born on October 23, 1943 to Ezequiel Sr. and Angelita (Cerda) Reyna. Tonie was born
in Plainview, Texas, because the Reyna family spent half the year migrating as farm
workers and the other half in Weslaco. Tonie's parents and her eldest sister, Helen,
stressed the value of family, faith, work ethic, and education.

When Tonie was in middle school, she met Jose "Joe" Lisandro Fuentes, her soulmate. They have
been inseparable since then. Tonie was athletic and loved sports. During high school, she excelled
in basketball. Cheerleading interfered with the family's migration schedule, but Tonie was allowed
to stay with her grandparents the summer before her senior year so she could be a cheerleader.
Tonie quickly became the "head cheerleader"” with her outgoing personality and natural
leadership ability. Her natural beauty and friendly character earned her Panther Sweetheart that
year, and she was crowned by Joe.

Tonie and Joe wanted to get married as soon as possible, but the Reyna's insisted on education
first. So, she earned a Bachelor's Degree from Texas Women's University as quickly as possible.
Tonie and Joe were married on August 26, 1966. They spent their first couple of years in
Riverside, California, where Joe was attending college. In 1967, Tonie and Joe returned to Weslaco,
where they raised their four children. Tonie worked as a coach for Weslaco School District, and
Joe completed his Bachelor's degree at Pan American University. A few years later, Tonie and Joe
had saved enough money to take a year off to concentrate on earning their perspective Master's
Degrees. Tonie worked as a guidance counselor for Weslaco School District and soon became the
Director of Guidance Counseling for the school district. She still enjoyed coaching, on and off, as
needed.

Tonie and Joe raised their children with the same values that their parents had instilled. Even
though Tonie worked full time, attended all the kids' sporting events, and taxied them all over
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town, she cooked a homemade breakfast every day. Joe also loved cooking, and the family had
dinner every night. Tonie was an excellent homemaker, and her baked goods were infamous.

Work ethic class kicked off every Saturday morning. The Fuentes day started with breakfast at 7
am, no excuses, and usually concluded with Joe's barbecue and a football game. The Fuentes
family instilled faith every Sunday at 9 am mass, followed by breakfast and spending time with
grandparents and family. The day usually concluded with the Cowboy's game and a well-deserved
nap.

Tonie lived life to the fullest and touched many lives through her career and ministry. Although
work ethic and education were important, Tonie's passion was faith and family. She was a devout
Catholic and led a very prayerful life.

After retiring from Weslaco School District, Tonie spent three summers in Tampa, Florida, and
earned a third degree as a Spiritual Leader from Divine Mercy University. In 2010, Tonie and her
best friend, Maria Elena Ramos, founded Fountain of Mercy Ministries, Inc, a nonprofit lay
apostolate organized in response to a request made by Jesus to Saint Faustina Kowalska to live and
spread the message of MERCY. Every afternoon at 3 pm, Tonie prayed over a list of petitions for
the next ten years. She also counseled countless people who were sick and dying.

Tonie also studied all of the saints, their sacraments, character, and values. In addition, she was
able to grow spiritually by going on numerous pilgrimage trips. She traveled to Poland, Italy,
France, and Jerusalem. Tonie also went on the Camino de Santiago, a challenging 500-mile
pilgrimage across Europe.

Tonie lived a life of servanthood. In addition, she was an inspiration to innumerable students,
parishioners, friends, members of the community, and her family.

Tonie is preceded in death by her parents, Ezequiel Sr. and Angelita Reyna, sisters, Emma R.
Fuentes, Soyla R. Gonzalez, San Juanita Campos, Maria Elena "Helen" Reyna, and nephew, Robert
Jason Campos.

She is survived by her loving husband and best friend, Jose Lisandro "Joe" Fuentes, children, Mari
Fuentes-Martin (Randy), Diana Fuentes Aguilar (Gilbert), David Fuentes (Yvonne Ortegon), and
Jose "Rollee” Fuentes (Kerry), grandchildren, Jacob Martin, Zachary Martin (Katelyn), Michael
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Martin, Joseph Aguilar, Jeremy Aguilar, Jose Javier Fuentes, Michael Fuentes, Mikayla Fuentes,
Cora Fuentes, and Charlie Fuentes, great-grandchild, Simon Jude Aguilar, siblings, Daniel Reyna
(Thelma), Ezequiel Reyna Jr. (Livia), Cynthia Reyna Valencia, and brother-in-law, Roberto
Campos, and numerous nieces and nephews.

Visitation will be Monday, September 5th, 10 am-9 pm, with a rosary at 7 pm. Mass will be
celebrated at St. Pius X Catholic Church in Weslaco on Tuesday, September 6th, at 2 pm followed
by burial at Highland Memorial Park.

Serving as pallbearers will be Jacob Martin, Zachary Martin, Michael Martin, Jose Javier Fuentes,
Joseph Aguilar, and Jeremy Aguilar. Honorary pallbearers will Michael Fuentes, Charlie Fuentes
and Simon Jose Aguilar.
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Marcela Garza posted:

My husband and | send our deepest condolences to coach Fuentes and the Fuentes family! Tony was
a beautiful lady who showed us how to be better people of God and for God! She was always kind to
everyone and spoke with bold and loving truth even in the most challenging situations. I'm blessed to
have had the privilege of working with her in Weslaco ISD. We are praying for the whole family. May

God show Himself Mighty and Strong in your lives through the memories and legacy Tony left behind.

September 6 at 12:11 PM

Marcela Garza posted:

My husband and | send our deepest condolences to coach Fuentes and the Fuentes family! Tony was
a beautiful lady who showed us how to be better people of God and for God! She was always kind to
everyone and spoke with bold and loving truth even in the most challenging situations. I'm blessed to
have had the privilege of working with her in Weslaco ISD. We are praying for the whole family. May

God show Himself Mighty and Strong in your lives through the memories and legacy Tony left behind.

September 6 at 12:11 PM

Carlota Reigner posted:

Condolences to all the family. She introduced me to the teaching of Divine Mercy. She was a great
woman of God and an inspiration to our Christian community. She had a servant's heart. Thank you
Tonie. Carlota Reigner

September 6 at 6:49 AM

Anonymous sent a Pink & White Sympathy Standing Spray to the "Tonie" Fuentes
family.

September 5 at 11:57 AM

Friends & Family posted:

Pink & White Sympathy Standing Spray was purchased for the family of Maria Antonia "Tonie"
Fuentes.

September 5 at 11:57 AM
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Pearl Brixey posted:

tony and | go way back class of 62, she was a sweet and loving person,so very sorry to hear of her
passing. Prayers go out for her family.

September 5 at 6:37 AM

Mccaleb Funeral Home & Sacred Park Cemetery posted:

McCaleb Funeral Home & Sacred Park Cemetery created a Webcast in memory of Maria Antonia
"Tonie" Fuentes

September 4 at 7:00 PM

Artemio Burciaga posted:

May she rest in peace. Condolences to Joe and family.

September 4 at 5:04 PM

Anonymous sent a Lavender & White Sympathy Basket to the "Tonie" Fuentes
family.

September 4 at 1:09 PM

Friends & Family posted:

Lavender & White Sympathy Standing Basket was purchased for the family of Maria Antonia "Tonie"
Fuentes.

September 4 at 1:09 PM

Anonymous sent a Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket to the "Tonie" Fuentes
family.

September 4 at 7:43 AM
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Julie posted:

Tonie was a Wonderful Woman! We are so happy our family was able to know her. The extended
Indiana family sends our condolences and love.

September 4 at 4:12 AM

Julie posted:

Tonie was a Wonderful Woman! We are so happy our family was able to know her. The extended
Indiana family sends our condolences and love.

September 4 at 4:12 AM

Anonymous sent a White Standing Spray to the "Tonie" Fuentes family.

September 3 at 4:46 PM

Friends & Family posted:
White Standing Spray was purchased for the family of Maria Antonia "Tonie" Fuentes.

September 3 at 4:46 PM

Linda Taormina posted:

Condolences from butch and Linda taormina. Tonie was a classy lady and an inspiring educator.
Always was a spiritual person and [a€™mSure she is sitting by the Lord asking for her assignment.
Prayers for all .

September 3 at 4:36 PM

Roman Nieto posted:

Thoughts and prayers to the family of Mrs. Tonie Fuentes. She made a positive impact in the lives of
students, staff, and parents during her years working for Weslaco ISD. She made me a better
educator with her words of wisdom. | will always reflect on our conversations about students and
education. Rest In Peace.

September 3 at 11:40 AM
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Roman Nieto posted:

Thoughts and prayers to the family of Mrs. Tonie Fuentes. She made a positive impact in the lives of
students, staff, and parents during her years working for Weslaco ISD. She made me a better
educator with her words of wisdom. | will always reflect on our conversations about students and
education. Rest In Peace.

September 3 at 11:40 AM

Joseph And Diana Hicks lit a candle in honor of Maria.

Our heartfelt condolences to the Fuentes family. Toni was a beautiful person and is
remembered fondly. Our thoughts and prayers are with you all and may Tonie rest in

God's eternal glory. i

September 3 at 8:07 AM

Joseph And Diana Hicks posted:
Joseph and Diana Hicks lit a candle for

September 3 at 8:07 AM

Anonymous sent a Cherished Memories - All White to the "Tonie" Fuentes family.

September 3 at 7:51 AM

Friends & Family posted:

Cherished Memories - All White was purchased for the family of Maria Antonia "Tonie" Fuentes.

September 3 at 7:51 AM

Anonymous sent a Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket to the "Tonie" Fuentes
family.

September 3 at 6:33 AM
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Friends & Family posted:

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of Maria Antonia "Tonie" Fuentes.

September 3 at 6:33 AM

Mohamed Abdelrahman posted:

We are so sorry for your loss. Please accept our sincere condolences. You are in our thoughts and
prayers!Mohamed & Reham Abdelrahman

September 3 at 5:49 AM

Mohamed Abdelrahman posted:

We are so sorry for your loss. Please accept our sincere condolences. You are in our thoughts and
prayersIMohamed & Reham Abdelrahman

September 3 at 5:49 AM

Anonymous sent a Classic Sympathy Dish Garden to the "Tonie" Fuentes family.

September 3 at 5:01 AM

Lori Anderson Hernandez posted:

My deepest condolences to all the family J§, My beloved mother Rosalinda Anderson and Tonie were
great friends and were warriors of the divine mercy. They also went to Jerusalem together and were
able to spread the word of God to others . God gained another angel in heaven , and my mom gained
one of her dearest friend @ €

September 2 at 7:53 PM

Mccaleb Funeral Home & Sacred Park Cemetery posted:

McCaleb Funeral Home & Sacred Park Cemetery created a Tribute Video in memory of Maria Antonia
"Tonie" Fuentes

September 2 at 7:00 PM
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Joseph And Diana Hicks posted:

Our heartfelt condolences to the Fuentes family. Toni was a beautiful person and is remembered
fondly. Our thoughts and prayers are with you all and may Tonie rest in God's eternal glory.

September 2 at 7:00 PM

Mary Jackson posted:
My deepest condolences to the Fuentes family

September 2 at 3:34 PM

Gloria Castro lit a candle in honor of Maria.

Our deepest condolences to the Fuentes family. May the Lord give you the strength
and peace and Tonie will be in a beautiful place with the Lord. May she Rest In - &
PeaceCoach David Castro & Gloria Tijerina Castro & family '

September 2 at 3:19 PM

Gloria Castro posted:

Gloria Castro lit a candle for

September 2 at 3:19 PM

Judy Heald posted:

My deepest sympathy goes out to Tonie's family. | know she will be missed so much. | have many
special memories of Tonie and Joe from WHS and through the years. | especially loved the time | was
teaching Kindergarten in Weslaco and David was in my class. | saw Tonie or Joe just about every
day. We shared lots of good times and funny stories about David's kindergarten year. Love to all the
family, Judy Heald

September 2 at 3:01 PM

@ Linda Taormina September 3 at 4:36 PM

Condolences from butch and Linda taormina. Tonie was a classy lady and an inspiring
educator. Always was a spiritual person and I'mSure she is sitting by the Lord asking for her
assignment. Prayers for all .
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Judy Heald posted:

My deepest sympathy goes out to Toniea€™s family. | know she will be missed so much. | have many
special memories of Tonie and Joe from WHS and through the years. | especially loved the time | was
teaching Kindergarten in Weslaco and David was in my class. | saw Tonie or Joe just about every
day. We shared lots of good times and funny stories about Davida€™s kindergarten year. Love to all
the family, Judy Heald

September 2 at 3:01 PM

Phyllis Madden Russell posted:

Rest in peace, Coach Fuentes. May God bless your family with their wonderful memories of you.
Zeke, | am so sorry, as well as to all the family, my condolences. You were a fun coach.

September 2 at 2:12 PM

@ Mary Jackson September 2 at 3:34 PM
My deepest condolences to the Fuentes family

Phyllis Madden Russell posted:

Rest in peace, Coach Fuentes. May God bless your family with their wonderful memories of you.
Zeke, | am so sorry, as well as to all the family, my condolences. You were a fun coach.

September 2 at 2:12 PM

Luciano Sanchez Garza lit a candle in honor of Maria.

May you rest in eternal peace with God's Angels & may perpetual light shine upon

you, Sweet Tonie! @ @ €3 J\,

September 2 at 2:00 PM

el .

Luciano Sanchez Garza posted:

Luciano Sanchez Garza lit a candle for

September 2 at 2:00 PM
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Luciano Sanchez Garza posted:

My deepest condolences to Joe, Commissioner David,Mari, Diana, Rollie, Yvonne, grandchildren,
Danny, Thelma, & all the Reyna & Fuentes family.l am so sad, because | loved Tonie so much. Every
time she prayed with me, | hugged her & told her: "You do know how much | love you?"She always
said, "Yes, | do, & | love you, too!" Tonie & Joe taught me& my WHS Class of 1981 St. Pius Seniors
CCD & always prayed with us, inspiring us in her special way! She would call me & offer me
counseling when My Mama died; she was always thinking of others in grief, & praying the perfect
prayer!The Kingdom of God is shining brighter today with Panther Sweetheart Tonie, where she's
resting in eternal peace with God's Angels & all of her beautiful family. All of you honored Tonie as
we are taught to honor our parents, and your Blessings are many.You are all in my prayers.Love,Your
Friend,Chano Garza J\, @ @ ©J

September 2 at 1:49 PM

@ Lori Anderson Hernandez September 2 at 7:53 PM

My deepest condolences to all the family JY My beloved mother Rosalinda Anderson and
Tonie were great friends and were warriors of the divine mercy. They also went to Jerusalem
together and were able to spread the word of God to others . God gained another angel in
heaven , and my mom gained one of her dearest friend @ €

Luciano Sanchez Garza posted:

My deepest condolences to Joe, Commissioner David,Mari, Diana, Rollie, Yvonne, grandchildren,
Danny, Thelma, & all the Reyna & Fuentes family.l am so sad, because | loved Tonie so much. Every
time she prayed with me, | hugged her & told her: "You do know how much I love you?"She always
said, "Yes, | do, & | love you, too!" Tonie & Joe taught me& my WHS Class of 1981 St. Pius Seniors
CCD & always prayed with us, inspiring us in her special way! She would call me & offer me
counseling when My Mama died; she was always thinking of others in grief, & praying the perfect
prayer!The Kingdom of God is shining brighter today with Panther Sweetheart Tonie, where she's
resting in eternal peace with God's Angels & all of her beautiful family. All of you honored Tonie as
we are taught to honor our parents, and your Blessings are many.You are all in my prayers.Love,Your
Friend,Chano GarzaJ\, @ @ €3

September 2 at 1:49 PM

Anonymous sent a Classic Sympathy Dish Garden to the "Tonie" Fuentes family.

September 2 at 1:15 PM

PAGE 13 OF 18



Tribute Wall Maria Antonia "Tonie" Fuentes

OCT 23,1943 - SEP 1, 2022

Friends & Family posted:
Classic Sympathy Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Maria Antonia "Tonie" Fuentes.

September 2 at 1:15 PM

Dhr Health Family. sent a Blue & White Sympathy Standing Spray to the "Tonie"
Fuentes family.

September 2 at 12:35 PM

Friends & Family posted:

DHR Health family. purchased the Blue & White Sympathy Standing Spray for the family of Maria
Antonia "Tonie" Fuentes.

September 2 at 12:35 PM

Becky Van Burkleo posted:

(03]
Q

Our prayers and condolences to Joe and family. May God comfort you and give you peace each as
we all recall this precious lady that | have known and admired since high school. Vaya con Dios....mi
amiga

September 2 at 12:24 PM

Becky Van Burkleo posted:

Our prayers and condolences to Joe and family. May God comfort you and give you peace each as
we all recall this precious lady that | have known and admired since high school. Vaya con Diosa€;.mi
amiga

September 2 at 12:24 PM

P.R., Sofie And Isabella Avila sent a Yellow & White Sympathy Standing Spray to
the "Tonie" Fuentes family.

September 2 at 11:52 AM
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Friends & Family posted:

P.R., Sofie and Isabella Avila purchased the Yellow & White Sympathy Standing Spray for the family of
Maria Antonia "Tonie" Fuentes.

September 2 at 11:52 AM

Anonymous sent a Cherished Memories - All White to the "Tonie" Fuentes family.

September 2 at 11:36 AM

Sarah Donalson posted:

Such a sweet wonderful lady that | had the pleasure of working with when | first started teaching.
Sending love and prayers to her family.

September 2 at 9:40 AM

Sarah Donalson posted:

Such a sweet wonderful lady that | had the pleasure of working with when | first started teaching.
Sending love and prayers to her family.

September 2 at 9:40 AM

Isabel N Roy De La Rosa lit a candle in honor of Maria.

f

September 2 at 4:41 AM

Isabel N Roy De La Rosa posted:

Isabel n roy de la rosa lit a candle for

September 2 at 4:41 AM
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Dhr Health Family. posted:

DHR Health family. purchased the Blue & White Sympathy Standing Spray for the family of Maria
Antonia "Tonie" Fuentes.

September 1at 7:00 PM

P.R., Sofie And Isabella Avila posted:

P.R., Sofie and Isabella Avila purchased the Yellow & White Sympathy Standing Spray for the family of
Maria Antonia "Tonie" Fuentes.

September 1at 7:00 PM

Luciano Sanchez Garza posted:

May you rest in eternal peace with God's Angels & may perpetual light shine upon you, Sweet Tonie!

PRUA

September 1at 7:00 PM

Gloria Castro posted:

Our deepest condolences to the Fuentes family. May the Lord give you the strength and peace and
Tonie will be in a beautiful place with the Lord. May she Rest In Peace Coach David Castro & Gloria
Tijerina Castro & family

September 1at 7:00 PM

Friends And Family shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

Friends and Family uploaded 1to the gallery.

August 31at 7:00 PM
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Friends And Family shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. August 31 at 7:00 PM

PAGE 17 OF 18



Y

Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Maria by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit

SACRED PARK CEMETERY -

u—( -[r/: (?v{vi":m!:}w u?{mnr:



